
Foolproof ways to 
      Develop A Character 

1. Inspiration: REAL PEOPLE! (yeah!)

 • Go people-watching (coffee shop, the mall, grocery store, the park) 

    Look for people that intrigue you. TAKE NOTES (but not photos--that’s kinda

    creepy...) and JOURNAL later about who you saw. Who piqued your interest?

 • Notice people’s mannerisms, habits, and behaviors. Take more notes.

 • Think about your friends and aquaintances. Who would be a good match

    for the character you are writing about? They could be a starting point.  

2. How do we know a character?

 • Primary: Their actions and their words.

 • Secondary: Their thoughts and how they present themselves (outer appearance),

    backstory

3. The magic begins: write!

 • The best way to develop your character is to just start writing! Give yourself 

    permission to not have a clear picture of who they are initially. Your reader 

    doesn’t know your character yet, and neither do you. The only way you’ll 

    really get to know the person you’re writing about is to put them in different 

    situations and see how they react.  

 • Later on you can revise and tweak your characters. Have trusted friends read 

    what you’ve written and specifically ask them how they feel about characters

    in your story. Remember, if they tell you they don’t like a character, they need

             to be able to tell you why they feel that way. (It’s up to you if you decide to 

             take their advice!)

4. Honing your skills

 • Readers react to likeable characters and are more likely to finish a story if they 

    can relate to the characters they’re reading about. But “likeable” doesn’t always 

             mean the characters are good, right, or wholesome all the time. I think most readers 

              will have an emotional response or attachment to a character that has some redeeming

             quality about them.

 • Character exercise: Think about a book you’ve read recently, fiction or non-fiction.

             Choose a character. Did you like that person and did your interest in them make you

             want to continue reading the story? If not, what could the author have done better?

            

 

 

 

 

 

 


